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Annual
Parish

Meeting
Sunday, January 27,

10.20 a.m.
New Vestry members

to be elected.
See profile insert.

Your vote counts!

A Prayer for this
Parish Almighty and
everliving God, ruler
of all things in heaven
and earth, hear our

prayers for this Parish   family
of St. Luke’s Church.
Strengthen the faithful, arouse
the careless, and restore the
penitent. Grant us all things
necessary for our common life,
and bring us all to be of one
heart and mind within your
holy Church; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

“When the evening of this life comes we shall be judged on Love.”
San Juan de la Cruz (1505-1560)

In my first parish, the clergy secretary was a lovely older lady who
was not only a very committed Christian but profoundly wise and witty.
She kept us in stitches. She had been married to her husband for fifty
years when I came to know them. While they loved each other dearly,
they were well known for their clever banter and rather public criti-
cisms of each other. The uninitiated might have assumed this lady did
not care for her husband, but most of us knew they adored each other.

Once a few of us were standing in this lady’s office–she at her type-
writer, listening to us chatter about this and that. (As she sat and typed,
the ash on the end of her cigarette got longer and longer and, amazingly, did not break off.)
Suddenly one fellow read aloud from the Dallas Times Herald about the city’s extraordinary
divorce rate. He said playfully, “Well here’s your answer for that ole husband of yours. Just
divorce him.” Not even looking up, much less stopping her typing, she mumbled, cigarette in
mouth, “Divorce hell! I want to fight it out.”

Why did this lady want to “fight it out”? It is simple: She loved her husband. She had vowed
before God to be faithful to him until death parted them. For this dear lady and her husband,
“fighting it out” was a matter of eternal significance; for they understood that marriage is not
for happiness but for holiness and that God gave them to each other in order that each might
help the other attain that destiny God desires for them and for the whole human race: eternal
life in Christ.

This kind of commitment is just what seems to
be missing now in many parts of the Anglican Com-
munion. I wish more “traditionalists” would say, “Di-
vorce, hell! We’re staying to fight it out.” And I wish
more “revisionists” would understand that those who
disagree with them are as “good” Episcopalians as
they believe themselves to be. What astounds me is the way so many Episcopalians—liberals
and conservatives, “revisionists” and “traditionalists”—refuse to assume that those who differ
with them on even very important matters are part of the same Church.

We surely do have deep disagreements. There is not only disagreement about human
sexuality, the nature of the authority of Holy Scripture, or the meaning and significance of
Jesus. I think there is considerable disagreement about what Anglicanism itself is.

Anglican Christianity is so diverse today that it is difficult for many to understand what the
term actually means. For this reason I would urge the unsuspecting to beware of those who
insist that “this is what it means to be an Episcopalian” or “this is Anglicanism, pure and simple,”
because such an ex cathedra utterance would probably un-church half the Anglican Communion
in one fell swoop! High Church, Low Church, Broad Church, Emerging Church, Anglo-Catho-
lic, Evangelical, Charismatic, Liberal, Conservative, Frozen Chosen, Blithely Revisionist, Gladly
Traditionalist, Middle-of-the-Road, and Muddled-but-Tithing: Which one are you?

Each of those religious pieties is Episcopal; each has an origin in real life and can be historicized
(that is, explained from verifiable origins); each is legitimate and viable today; and each gives
rise to particular religious stories that are real to persons and ought to be heard and lovingly
                                                                                                           continued on the next page
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Schism is W orse Than Heresy

I believe that what is required right
now is to recognize that the Anglican
Church has “come of age” in some very
important ways.
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continued from the previous page
accepted by those who find themselves in power. Sadly, each is
presently trying to run the others out of the Episcopal Church,
claiming that theirs is the only legitimate expression of Anglican
Christianity.

But I think that we must remain committed to each other,
even as we disagree. Why? Because the devil loves division, and
he (or she) is having a field day at the moment. There is a good
bit of talk about charity in the Anglican Communion, but charity
is hard to find in a world of winner-takes-all political maneuver-
ing and no little intolerance among those in every party. That each
religious energy (or piety) listed above has its own theological
seminary or conference center that graduates or prepares per-
sons who are too often cock-sure they are superior to the gradu-
ates of any other and are confident that their theological educa-
tion has put them on the fast-track to Heaven or Nirvana (as the
case may be), has not helped the situation. This puerile behavior
among clergy reminds me of the time when, as a very young
man, I was walking across the campus of a fine Southern univer-
sity with friends, and they suddenly crossed to the other side of
the street. Catching them again, I asked what was up. “Those
fellows coming toward us were Sigma Chi’s,” I was told. And
that was that.

I believe that what is required right now is to recognize that
the Anglican Church has “come of age” in some very important
ways. Our pluralism is a fact, and we need to handle the new
situation better than we are doing. We American Anglicans have

been presented with a golden opportunity to practice the kind of
love that might suggest to outsiders that we know something
about God. As St. Augustine insisted, the Church is “a school of
Charity.” Most of the Church Fathers, including Augustine, be-
lieved that schism is worse than heresy because error and heresy
usually get worked out over time, but schism too often becomes
permanent. The Body remains divided; the strength of the apos-
tolic witness is diminished or confused; and the advance of the
Gospel is partially disabled.

Let me be bold. I believe that, even if the Anglicans of the Global
South might be right about Christian ethics, they are wrong to encourage
division even for the sake of ethics.

Someone may ask, “Aren’t you a man of principle?” I do pray
that, by God’s Grace, I am a man of principle. In fact, that’s my
point: We must take seriously the people who hold the opposite
view on a question or in regards to the very principles we hold
dear, because our Lord Jesus Christ is expecting us to stay to-
gether and work out our differences. This may take a great deal
of time (it took two hundred years and more for Arianism to
fade away, and Gnosticism still plagues the Church). Meanwhile,
the Lord’s commands that we love one another always (St. John
15.17) and that we must be ever united (St. John 17) remain in
force. While I heartily believe  no one should expect a fellow
Anglican suddenly to give up convictions formed over years (such
convictions being crucical), I also believe that oneness in Christ
is a matter of eternal significance.X

Chrismon Workshop
Tue., Jan. 8, 6.00-8.00 p.m., Wed., Jan. 9, 10.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m.
The St. Francis Guild now offers two Chrismon workshop ses-
sions, one in the morning and one in the evening! No experience
needed. It is recommended you bring scissors. All other materi-
als will be provided. Childcare is available upon request. Ques-
tions? Contact Xochitl Denton (828.6425).

Eighth Grade Confirmation Class beginning
Sun., Jan. 13 - Sun., Apr. 27, 10.20-11.05, Middle School

St. Luke’s Church eighth-graders are invited to commit to a
course of preparation for Holy Confirmation, which will take
place May 4 with Bishop Gary Lillibridge officiating.
  The comprehensive program will begin Sun., Jan. 6, with a
luncheon and informational meeting for participants and their
parents in the Parish Hall. Highlights of the preparation will
include a single-day mission trip to Piedras Negras (Jan. 12), a
weekend retreat at Camp Capers (Feb. 29-Mar. 2), and a Sunday
evening (Feb. 10) at the SAMM Shelter in downtown San Anto-
nio. A Confirmation rehearsal is scheduled for May 3.

Each participant will be assisted by an adult mentor. Classes
are based on Andrew Parker’s Keeping the Promise and will be
taught by Father Cole and Father Prehn. Among the topics to be
studied are the old covenant (God and Israel), the new covenant
(Christ and the Holy Spirit), the sacraments, Christian spiritual-
ity, turning points in life (marriage, healing, death), finding one’s
gifts and ministry, mission and outreach, and more.

In their letter to prospective confirmands, the clergy re-
minded them that Confirmation by the Bishop is a decision young
people must make for themselves. They wrote, “We invite you
to say `yes’ to God as he calls you to a renewed commitment to
Christ, to the church and to your God-given vocation as a Chris-
tian. Vows were made on your behalf when you were baptized,
the light of Christ began burning in you, and now is the time to
affirm those vows for yourself. Our Confirmation class is planned
in such a way that you may ask questions and, we hope, find
important answers for your life now and in the future.”
  For more information, please contact the Jane Fleischer (828.6425
x206) or go to www.saintlukesepiscopal.net/youth/activities.

Having Fun With a Spirituall y Healthy Family
Tue., Jan. 15, 6.30 p.m., Parish Hall
Bishop Gary Lillibridge is the January speaker in the St. Luke’s
School Middle School Lecture Series. Members of the parish are
invited as well.

Acolyte Training Session
Sat., Jan. 19, 10 a.m - 12 p.m., Church
Breakfast tacos in the Parlor at 9.45 a.m.

Cursillo Sunday
Sun., Jan. 20, 12.30 p.m., Parish Hall
Interested in learning what Cursillo is all about? Come the infor-
mational Cursillo lunch after the 11.15 a.m. Liturgy on Jan. 20.
Watch for more details.

Solemn Evensong
Sun., Jan. 20, 4.00 p.m., Church
Called the crown jewel of Anglican worship, Evensong is the
sung version of Evening Prayer, featuring  spoken prayers, with
hymns, psalms, and anthems by the Parish Choir. The service
lasts about 45 minutes. Childcare provided.
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Friday Night Singles
Fri., Jan. 4, The Barn Door (8400 N. New
Braunfels)
Single members and visitors of all ages 40
and up are invited on the first Friday of
each month to the 5.30 Evening Prayer
service in Christ the King Chapel, fol-
lowed by dinner at a nearby restaurant.
Contact Judy Durbin or Charles Mardiros
(828.64225).

Tuesday Lunch Bunch
Tue., Jan. 15, 11.30 a.m., Church and Parlor
We begin our new year with a presentati
on “Faith and Art” by Brother Cletus
Behlmann, a Marianist artist whose studio
is located adjacent to the campus of St.
Mary’s University. Brother Cletus has trav-
eled widely, creating work which is rep-
resented in private collections as well as
institutions throughout the world, includ-
ing St. Luke’s Church. The altar in the
Chapel of Christ the King captures both
the reverence and joy in the Lord which
the artist embodies in his work. Brother
Cletus will speak to us about how his faith
informs his art.

Holy Eucharist is at 11.30 a.m., lunch
(by Ruth Stone, $7.00) is at noon in the
Parlor, followed by our presentation.

St. Luke’s Baby Boomers
Thur., Jan 31, 6.30 p.m., at the home of Rick
and Suzanne Cavender (3 Sheffield Park Drive)
Kick off the New Year with the Baby
Boomers. Reservations ($10 per person)
will be taken in the Crossing beginning
Sun., Jan. 13, and in the Parish Office
through Mon., Jan. 28. Contact Carol
McGanity (csmcganity@ earthlink.net) if you
have any questions.

School Hosts Open House
Thur., Jan. 17, 9.00 a.m.
St. Luke’s Episcopal School (www.sles-sa.org)
will host an Admission Open House for
prospective families interested in grades
PK3 through eighth grade. Grounded in
Christian values, St. Luke’s School is dedi-
cated to providing a premier coeducational
program for academically qualified stu-
dents in grades PK3 through eighth grade.
As a Nationally Recognized 2005 Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence, St. Luke’s
mission reflects its dedication to academic
and personal excellence, lifelong learning,
and service to others. For additional in-
formation, contact the Admissions Office
(210.826.0664, admission@sles-sa.org).

Diocesan Council 2008
Council 2008 for the Diocese of West Texas
will be held Feb. 21-23. For more infor-
mation on Diocesan Council 2008, please
visit the Diocesan website at www.episcopal-
dwtx.org. Delegates to council represent
our parish during the three-day meeting.
The pre-council meeting for the Central
Convocation will be held Mon., Feb. 4, 6.45
p.m., at Christ Church. If you are inter-
ested in being part of the delegation please
contact Curt Mowen, Senior Warden
(CCMowen@satx.rr.com) or call Barbara
Green at the Parish Office (828.6425).
Delegates and alternates will be elected
at the January meeting of the vestry (Jan.
14) and presented during the Annual Par-
ish Meeting, Sun., Jan. 27.

Sprucing Up
The Arts, Architecture, and Memorials Committee has overseen the successful
completion of two recent projects. The Children’s Chapel, upstairs hallway, and
stairwell areas have been beautifully renovated as a lovely gift in memory of Ruth
Gilliland by her husband Lukin Gilliland. The project includes painting, new carpet-
ing, new light fixtures, the addition of wood doors in the hallway, replacement of
ceiling tiles, and a fresh new look for one of the areas that makes St. Luke’s Church
so distinctive. To have a Children’s Chapel is indeed a blessing!

Additionally, the planter just below the south driveway has been re-landscaped.
School parents Amy and Bradley Martin have generously covered the cost of this
project and continue to be most interested in preserving the beautiful setting at St.
Luke’s Church and School. The plants were installed by parishioner Christiana Davis
and her husband Jeff, owners of Texas Classic Gardens.

Please enjoy both of these newly decorated areas. These gifts are greatly appre-
ciated and we sincerely thank the donors.                            Almeda Hodge, Chairman

Stuff A Soldier’s Stocking Update
This year over 125 Christmas gift bags were sent to our servicemen and women
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq through our annual Stuff a Solider’s Stocking project.
Items and decorative bags came pouring in and nearly filled the Youth office! Thank
you to all who contributed to this worthwhile effort, including the faculty of St.
Luke’s School, who adopted this as their Advent outreach project. Huge thank you’s
also to Melissa, Cameron, Tony and Marian Planas, as well as to Jane Fleischer, all of
whom assisted in the assembling, packaging and mailing of these gifts.

Happening Update
The following St. Luke’s parishioners went to Happening #108 in November. Robb
McMillan, Alexandra Alfaro, Claire Sledge, Carrie Schimpff, and Katherine Rogers.
Staff members for the Reunion or Happening included: Cameron Baker, Cookie
Harris, Austin James, Meredith Rogers, Leah Pope, and Mark Venson.

The Little Blue Boxes Add Up
Thanks to the congregation’s generous
response at the United Thank Offering
Ingathering, The Women of St. Luke’s will
be able to forward in excess of $1800 to
the UTO Grants Committee for distribu-
tion within the Anglican Communion. We
continue to support and strengthen the
mission and ministry of our Church, at
home and throughout the World. May God
Bless the work of the Women of St. Luke’s,
and each of you for your support of UTO.

Shoeboxes Needed
Children’s Ministries needs shoeboxes for a craft for our annual Shrove Tuesday
Event. Please bring any you can spare to Ann Allen’s office before Tue., Feb. 5.
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Adult Education classes will begin again on Sunday, Janu-
ary 6 and Wednesday, January 9. All adults are welcome to
these classes, which, according to our mission statement, are
designed, through a variety of educational experiences con-
sistent with our Anglican/Episcopalian heritage, to:

Enable us to model Christ in the world;
Draw us nearer to God;
Increase knowledge among us; and
Stimulate us to further inquiry.

Sunday Mornings for Adults

Track I: Scripture
Between the Testaments: Introducing the Apocrypha
Leader: The Rev. Walter L. Prehn III
Parish Hall
Those sacred writings that did not make it into either the Old or
the New Testaments are called the Deuterocanonical books or
Apocrypha (“hidden things”). Our Episcopal/Anglican Bibles in-
clude the writings in a separate section. Roman Catholic Bibles
mix the writings into the Old Testament. The Bibles of conven-
tional Protestantism do not contain them at all. This latter case is
interesting since the Apocrypha has much material that supports
the faith and practice of what first-century Jews called a reli-
gious “sect” — that is, Christianity.  On three consecutive Sun-
days we shall consider these writings, which tell us a great deal
about the inter-testamental period of our common religious his-
tory and provide us with spiritual insight and wisdom.

Track II: Christian Living
Leap of Faith (ongoing)
Leaders: Will Russell, Boyd Naylor and others
Room 201
The Leap of Faith Sunday School offering is a class where fellow-
ship and open discussion are of paramount importance. The class
is open to all parishioners, including parents and grandparents of
children of all ages. We meet each Sunday morning for fellow-
ship and open discussion that is focused on a single topic in the
following areas:

Studying and Living a Christian Lifestyle;
Helping Our Children Become Better Christians;
Bible Study and its Application in Our Lives; and
Prayer.

We invite you to join us, and bring your thoughts and ideas to
share.

Track III:  History, Theology, and Spirituality
Epiphany and epiphanies: an examination of the reli-
gious and literary uses of the word and whether they
can be reconciled
Leader: Andrew Morrison
Room 202
Early January is the season of Epiphany in the Christian calendar.
In January, Andrew will lead a class in which we reflect on the

various “epiphanies” or appearances of our Lord as God to man-
kind, scenes like the visit of the Magi or the first miracle at Cana
or the meeting with Moses and Elijah at the Mount of Transfigu-
ration. Epiphany is also both a literary term and a colloquial one.
As a literary term it tends to refer to moments when the ordi-
nary is made to seem important through the work of a pregnant
and informed imagination or more generally to any crucial mo-
ment or turning point and as such has been called the character-
istic device of modern literature, from poetry to detective nov-
els and short stories. The word also is used to indicate an “Ah!”
moment, something like what the Buddhists call “satori”, when
somebody has a moment of understanding, which becomes life-
changing.

In this class we will look at examples of different kinds of
epiphany and then ask whether there are ways they can be rec-
onciled. We will look at T. S. Eliot’s Four Quartets, where he
meditates on the meaning of time as a Christian and at the tradi-
tion of cataphatic or nature mysticism, where people like the
Celtic saints saw the world charged with the beauty of God. It
has been argued that such experiences are common, even uni-
versal, and that we need only a “catholic” imagination, steeped in
certain references and stories, to see in them the handwriting of
God.

We will also look at what Isabel Anders calls “soul moments,”
“times when heaven touches earth,” what the Celts called “thin
times,” moments when faith is born or bolstered, when a person
may “come awake” as a Christian. Not everyone has a “road to
Damascus” moment: for some it may be something quieter or
the accumulation of small, apparently ordinary moments. Like
the class as a whole it may involve making connections between
apparently unconnected things, even coming to realize the con-
nectedness of everything and everyone, what it feels to be mem-
bers of the one body. It is as an incarnational church that we can
absorb and reconcile the satori of the Buddhist and the nature-
worship of Emerson. The world is transformed and we are con-
nected through Christ.

Track IV: News and Reviews
Leader: James Dennis and Andrew Morrison
Large Conference Room
A continuing, usually provocative, sometimes controversial, and
never dull examination of current events in the religious and
secular worlds with an eye to the moral and ethical content of
these events. The class is designed to raise the ethical and moral
issues in our contemporary culture and to provoke our thought
about appropriate religious and specifically Christian responses
to them. While the subject is carefully prepared, the class en-
courages full discussions from the participants.
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5.00-6.30 p.m.Dinner Parish Hall

5.30-6.00 p.m.Holy Eucharist Church

5.45-7.30 p.m.Nurseries newborn - Kindergarten

6.00-6.45 p.m.St. Cecilia Choristers (Pre-K & 1st grade) Room 101

St. Luke’s Choristers (2nd grade and older) Choir Room

6.00-6.45 p.m.Early Class: Passing on the Faith Room 202

6.00-7.30 p.m.Dinner & a Bible (Youth) Youth Room

6.30-7.30 p.m.Learning Christian Faith Parish hall

Bethel Bible Series Room 201

Inklings Book Club Small Conference Room

Men’s Bible Study Room 204

Spanish Class Room 217

7.00-9.15 p.m.Parish Choir Rehearsal Choir Room/Church

For full details on Wednesday Night offerings, see the September issue of

Tidings, our Christian Education guide Becoming, or the St. Luke’s website

(www.saintlukesepiscopal.net).

Wednesday Night on the Hill Schedule

Track V: The ABC’s of Discipleship
C-Commitment (continuing)
Leader: The Rev. Doug Storment and Lay Leaders
Middle School Atrium, Jan. 6, 13, and 20
The ministry of the laity (people of God) is at the very heart of
what the Church is intended to be. During the last three weeks
of this eight-week course, we will continue the journey of dis-
covering our gifts and our calling. Through several “gift discov-
ery” instruments and thoughtful and prayerful reflection, we will
explore God’s will in our lives.

Newcomer Class
Leaders: Lay Leaders
North Parlor
Dates: The First Sunday of Each Month
Are you new to St. Luke’s? Are you interested in becoming part
of this dynamic community? Join us to learn more about the
broad spectrum o worship, music, and ministry opportunities at
St. Luke’s.

Learning Christian Faith
The Four Loves by C.S. Lewis
Leader: Douglas McNeel
Parish Hall
The Four Loves is Lewis’ classic study of Charity, Eros, Affec-
tion, and Friendship. Never out of date, this work has great prac-
tical importance for the committed Christian looking to deepen
his relationships with God and others. Doug McNeel is an attor-
ney, rancher, musician and song-writer, instructor in Christian
theology at First Presbyterian Church, gifted teacher, and one of
the great students of C.S. Lewis in South Texas.

Bethel Bible Series
Leaders: Lou and Kathleen Manz, Larry and Marie Morgan
Room 201, Jan. 9 - Mar. 26
The Bethel Series has a unique overview approach to the Old
and New Testaments that immerses the student in the Bible. It
provides tools to help establish a biblical knowledge base; and in
the process of the study, the student lifts form the pages of Scrip-
ture the wonderful story of how God has moved through history
to bring about his plan of salvation. Herein lies the groundwork
for a student’s firm foundation of faith. The focus for this term
will be the New Testament.

Inklings Book Club
Leaders: James Dennis and Gillian Cook
Small Conference Room
Named for the writers’ club consisting of such notables as C.S.
Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, the Inklings Book Club meets at 6.30
p.m. in the Small Conference Room to discuss books, theology
and, most importantly, to grow in the faith of the Church and to
enjoy good company and good books. We are currently reading
and discussing Kathleen Norris’ story of her return to the Chris-
tian Church after many years, and her struggle (and ours) with
Christian terminology. We focus on the examination of Christian
thought with an emphasis on living our Christian faith together.

The Early Class: Passing on the Faith
Leaders: Lay Leaders
Room 202
Time: 6.00 - 6.45 p.m.
This popular class is especially geared to addressing the spiritual
nurture of children. The class meets 6.00 - 6.45 p.m. during
Chorister rehearsal.

Men’s Bible Study
I and II Samuel
Leaders: Rad Fleischer and Ben Powers
Room 204
The Wednesday Evening Men’s Bible Study will continue its study
of I Samuel and will then move on to II Samuel. Members of the
group take turns reading parts of the chapters under study and
then discuss what the material means.

Wednesday Evening for Adults
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House Group Ministry
“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people.” Acts 2.46-47
We sometimes envy the apparent simplicity and warmth of the
early church and may feel a bit lost in the large congregations at
St. Luke’s. But members of the House Groups at St. Luke’s also
meet regularly in each other’s homes or at the church, sharing
in fellowship, prayer, study, and witness–yes, and in sharing food
together, too!

There are currently seven House Groups, with two more
groups re-forming, after brief sabbaticals, in January. Several of
these groups have room for new members–like you!  They meet
as follows:

Monday morning: Mothers of school-age children.
Thursday evening: Men and women - all ages.
Sunday evening: Men and Women - all ages.
If you are interested in joining a group, or perhaps even

beginning your own group, please contact Gill Cook, House
Group Coordinator (gillian.cook@att.net) or Jane Fleischer, Ad-
ministrative Assistant (828.6425, jane@stlukes-sa.net).

Childr en’s Ministr ies

Holy Strollers
Wed., Jan. 9, Noah’s Ark Room; Wed. Jan. 23, Big Top Kidz, 19239 Stone
Oak Parkway, 10.00-11.30 a.m.
Cost for Big Top Kidz is $8 per child over age 1.

Rolling Stones
Sun., Jan. 13, 4.00-5.30 p.m.
We’re going bowling! Meet at AMF Country Lanes (13307 Hwy 281
N., near Bitters Rd. and 281) Bring $10 + $$ for a snack. We will
cover the cost of renting shoes. All 4th and 5th graders are welcome.
Questions? Contact Ann Allen (828.6425 ann@stlukes-sa.net).

December Thank-You’s
The many splendid and delightful events for children and fami-
lies during the month of December involve a number of behind-
the-scenes yet oh-so-vital volunteers. Heartfelt gratitude goes
to Kelly Goodrich, Jennifer Rose, Katy Dahlman, Carra Garza,
Christine Hausser, Laralee Wahrmund, Andrew Morrison, Bill
Wahrmund, and Mary Klefforth for their help and guidance with
the Advent Wreath Event, the Christmas Pageant, and Caroling
on the Trolleys. In addition, Jane Fleischer and Lynne McMillan
treated us all to another memorable St. Nicholas Day. The dedi-
cation of these folks provided happy memories for all who at-
tended.

Family Matters
Each month we provide examples of family-oriented activities and Bible
passages that will bring families closer together and closer to God.

Scripture Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and
right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence, and
take not thy holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of thy
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Psalm 51:10-12
Activity Make a New Year’s resolution to start a “fresh new walk
with God and make a deeper commitment to living the Christian
faith.” (by Mary Fairchild)
Prayer Thank you Lord for giving me the brand new year ahead.
Help me live the way I should as each new day I tread. Give me

gentle wisdom, that I might help a friend. Give me strength and
courage so a shoulder I might lend. The year ahead is empty.
Help me fill it with good things. Each new day filled with joy and
the happiness it brings. Please give the leaders of our world a
courage born of peace. That they might lead us gently and all the
fighting cease. Please give to all upon this earth a heart that’s
filled with love, a gentle way to live with Your blessings from
above. Amen. (Charlotte Anselmo)

Nursery News
•The Nursery Committee of St. Luke’s would like to thank
Michelle Harris, Heidi White, William Harris, Dawn Gerety,
Megan Maturo, Wade Dahlman, Jessica Lundgren and Amy Hudson
for helping to clean the nurseries in November. Thanks for your
time and hard work!
•The Nursery Committee is looking for access to a storage space
or warehouse as we collect donations for the annual All Things
Kids Sale. If you have such a space available from January through
June ’08, please contact Amy Hudson or Jessica Lundgren
(828.6425). It will be greatly appreciated.

VBS 2008
June 16-20,  9.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
Save the week of June 16-20 for Vacation Bible School. This fun
and memorable week is open to children ages 4 years (by Sep. 1)
through 5th graders. In addition 6th-12th graders may serve as
Teen Helpers.  Registration forms will be available next month.
Adult helpers are also needed if you can spare one day or more.
Or  you can help in the planning and preparation, please contact
our VBS Chair, Bonnie Giddens  (828.6425).

Parent’s Night Out
Fri., Jan. 4, 5.30-10.00 p.m., Nurseries
Our Nursery staff will care for children (infants through 5th-
graders). Limited space. Make reservations in person on the
Nursery Office door beginning Dec. 23. Cost: $12 per child,
with a maximum of $30 per family.
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Past oral Car e

Life After Loss
Wed., Jan. 9 to February 13, 3.30-5.00 p.m., Large Conference Room
Dealing with the death of a loved one is one of life’s most diffi-
cult and stressful experiences. If you’ve experienced such a loss,
please consider coming to the education and support group of-
fered at St. Luke’s in January and February. The group meets
once a week for six weeks. Most of those who attend the Life
After Loss series have experienced a recent loss, but there are
others who grieve a loss that may have occurred many years ago
but which continues to affect them. It’s not uncommon to wish
to understand and deal with grief long after a loss. The group is
helpful in both situations, a recent loss or one that is being re-
visited, and all are welcome. If you have family members or
friends who would benefit, feel free to invite them.

Co-facilitators are Gretchen Bealer, LCSW, Volunteer Be-
reavement Coordinator at St. Luke’s and Darwin Huartson, M.
Div., BCC, Bereavement Director at VITAS Innovative Hospice
and a member of Christ Lutheran Church. For more informa-
tion, contact Gretchen Bealer or Elizabeth Turner (828.6425 x212,
elizabeth@stlukes-sa.net).

Happy Birthday, Stephen Ministry!
St. Luke’s Stephen Ministry program began in 1987. We are

now 20 years old! Our congregation has fifteen trained Stephen
Ministers and Leaders who continue the work of caring for those
among us who are in need of someone to bring distinctively
Christian care in a time of crisis. As we reflect upon our past, we
also are looking forward to the future. A new class for training
Stephen Ministers will commence in January, 2008 for members
of the congregation.

Get Together Some activities are better done alone, like
brushing your teeth or playing solitaire. Some activities are bet-
ter and more satisfying when you work with others. Stephen
Ministry is one of those get-it-done-together ministries. Stephen
Ministers meet regularly with another person to provide care.
They also meet with other Ministers to support and encourage
one another. Stephen Leaders provide training and supervision.
When Stephen Leaders and Stephen Ministers work together,
God is able to accomplish wonderful things! We provide the care,
and God provides the cure.

Emphasis on Quality Give the very best. People are pre-
cious, and when they hurt or suffer, they deserve the best care
and support we can offer. That’s why our congregation has Stephen
Ministers. Their training, commitment, and service make them
the best at providing care for people who need it.

Do you want to give your best to God and others? If so,
please contact Gill Cook, Judy Durbin, Larry Morgan, Elizabeth
Turner or any Stephen Minister in our congregation for more
information.

Is substance abuse troubling you or someone you love?

Confidential help is available. Contact:

Eleanor or JC Stromberger (estromberger@yahoo.com,

jcstromberger@yahoo.com).

Meet the Daughters
“As Daughters of the King (DOK) we are women of courage
who have made a commitment to serve God our King. We wear
crosses as an outward and visible sign that we cannot live a day
without Christ in our lives.” The cross we wear is inscribed with
these words: Magnanimiter Crucem Sustine. (With heart, mind,
and spirit uphold and bear the cross.) We are an Order for women
who are communicants of the Episcopal Church, or churches in
communion with it, or churches who are in the Historic Episco-
pate.

Members undertake a Rule of Life, incorporating the Rule
of Prayer and the Rule of Service. We pledge ourselves to a life-
long program of prayer, service and evangelism. We meet twice
a month to pray for the needs and conditions of others. (Feel free
to call the church office and leave prayer requests for the Daugh-
ters.) All women of St. Luke’s are welcome to visit our meet-
ings (second and fourth Mondays in the Large Conference Room
at 1.00 p.m.) and are encouraged to become a Daughter as we
lift our prayers to heaven and repeat the Motto:

For His Sake
I am but one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything, but I can do something.
What I can do, I ought to do.
What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.
Lord, what will you have me do?

Spir itual For mation

This Is Her Story
Recently, a Tennessee Daughter of the King attended a Sunday
morning service at St. Luke’s Church and was warmly welcomed
by several Daughters from St. Luke’s. During the conversation,
she shared the following incident:

“While driving through Tennessee, I stopped in Memphis to
make a purchase. The young lady who waited on me noticed my
DOK cross.”

“That is a beautiful cross. What is it?”
“It’s a cross of the Daughters of the King. “
“Oh,” she gushed, “We just love Elvis.”
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Outr each Ministr ies

Sharing the Light
Christmas holidays were past and it was
the second Sunday in January–SAMM
Shelter night for St. Luke’s. When our
guests arrived for snacks, music, and
prayer, we noticed there were more chil-
dren than usual lining up for cocoa and
cookies. When there are children at our services, we try to in-
clude them in our singing by doing special songs just for them.
My music bag hides a number of surprises for the younger ones:
plastic kazoos for each child, along with drums, bells, and tam-
bourines for them to play as we all join in the singing.

This particular evening, the children sang so beautifully, we
asked several of them to sing alone for the audience. They were
wonderful and their performances were greatly enjoyed. When
we began talking and praying with them, we learned the singers
were all members of the same family. There was the mother,
who wore a cast on her shoulder and arm, one child in a wheel
chair, one with a neck brace and one more who wore bandages.
The youngest, we were told, was still not well enough to leave
his bed and was asleep upstairs in their room.

The injuries had occurred when a friend of the family was
driving them home from Christmas Eve services, and her car

was struck by a drunk driver. The entire family was rushed to
the hospital where they had remained for several weeks. Be-
cause the mother was unable to work, there was no money for
rent or food, so they had been evicted. SAMM Shelter had given
them a home until she was well enough to return to work and
provide for her family. The more we spoke with them the more
we were impressed by how well behaved the youngsters were
and by how well they knew their Bible and their hymns. It was
really a pleasure to meet them and hear them sing.

Once again, we who had come to give to those who needed
found ourselves receiving more than we could give. This happens
so often we should finally learn to expect it, but we are always
both startled and delighted. God so often surprises us, his light-
bearers, with the gift of an even brighter light. Join us and catch
the light.                                                       B J Shryock

SAMM Shelter Volunteer Night
Sunday, Jan. 13, 5.00–8.00 p.m.
SAMMinistries (www.samm.org) helps the homeless and near-home-
less attain self-sufficiency by offering shelter, housing, and ser-
vices. On second Sundays, volunteers have opportunities to be
renewed and fulfilled as they serve. Contact David Schrantz
(sooeepigs@satx.rr.com).

Disaster Relief Communications Course Offered
Preparing people to help in disasters is one of the tasks of

the St. Luke’s World Missions Committee in cooperation with
the Diocese of West Texas.

One particularly useful skill for disaster relief volunteers is
the volunteer emergency communications system. Potential vol-
unteers have access to free training and instruction, drill partici-
pation, and a relationship with a served agency such as the ARC.

In January 2008, the St. Luke’s Mission Communication
Group will offer a 14-session basic training course on Tuesday
evenings, 6.30-7.50 p.m. This will include full preparation for
the FCC Technician class exam. The will be offered with a dis-
tinctly Christian bias and will cover in addition to communica-
tion, health protection for disaster  workers (including water
purification and safe waste disposal), and basic navigation for res-
cue purposes.

This course will also be useful for those contemplating par-
ticipating in a mission (especially to a third world destination)
even if they don’t wish to become involved with disaster relief
or mission communications. We particularly invite parents who
would like to participate with their children age 15 and older.
Parents who think that their 14-year-old can handle the course,
should contact the coordinator, Harry Greer.

There is no cost or text for the course. There is a $14-charge
for the exam. Access to a computer is necessary to complete
home exercises. There is no advance registration, but please E-
mail Harry Greer (hgreer@grandecom.net) if you do plan to par-
ticipate.

W olr d Missions

News from Piedras Negras
Dia De Gracias Feast in Piedras Negras

This Thanksgiving the Dia de Gracias Feast was given for
the second time by the Anglican Church of El Buen Pastor and
the Mission Board of St. Luke’s. A traditional Thanksgiving din-
ner, including nine turkeys with trimmings, was served to 350
parishioners of all ages. Three women of the church cooked all
the food in the church kitchen. Everyone ate outside seated on
the patio. Parishioners went back for second helpings, took food
home, and there was food left over. The estimated cost per plate
was $2.

Before dinner, loteria, a bingo-like game, was played with
food items given as prizes. Music and singing was provided by
the Christian family band that belongs to the church. There was
dancing under the lights after dinner with the entire church con-
gregation seated in a large circle around the patio.

Cuenta Conmigo
El Buen Pastor, Piedras Negras, Coahuila, Mexico
Over 300,000 people live in Piedras Negras. The majority of the
members of the Anglican Church of El Buen Pastor come from
different parts of the city and do not have transportation. The
Parish has created an active citywide outreach program called
Cuenta Conmigo or “Count on Me” which among other things,
provides shuttle service with two church vans, often operating
seven days a week. These shuttles provide food, trips to the doc-
tor, church programs, and a good Christian atmosphere.
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Ste war dship

Counting Our Blessings
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my

God in whom I trust.” Psalm 91.2
Each of us has received blessings from the legacy of those

who have gone before us. We have been entrusted to preserve
our beautiful church, buildings, grounds, and programs which
are a testament to God’s purposes at St. Luke’s.

In 1999, St. Luke’s Church established a Permanent Endow-
ment Trust to receive and manage gifts to St. Luke’s Church in
perpetuity. Through “living” gifts from many parishioners the
Permanent Endowment Trust now has over $2 million in total
assets. The St. Luke’s donors who made this happen knew the

importance of legacy giving.
Now it is your opportunity! You may wish to give a gift to

the Endowment through your estate plan or by assigning a life
insurance policy or with an outright gift to the Trust. The Legacy
Circle of St. Luke’s, also established in 1999, recognizes those
who have made a gift or have designated a future gift to the
Trust. Many individuals that you see each Sunday are members.

Please consider a living legacy gift to God at St. Luke’s. You
may contact the clergy, one of the Trustees (Ted Burkhart, Leah
Lewis, Ann Wells, or Ed Hodge) for more information.

May God continue to bless St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
through your generosity.

Ten Questions for the Senior Warden

1. What role does the Vestry plays at St. Luke’s? Vestry
members are laity. They are lay ministers of St. Luke’s offering
their time and talent. The ministry of the laity includes taking
“their place in the life, worship, and governance of the Church.”
(BCP p. 855). Canon 19, Constitution and Canons of the Diocese
of West Texas Article III, and Bylaws of the Vestry of St. Luke’s,
are specific in defining the governance duties of the Vestry.

2. What do Vestry members actually do? Vestry mem-
bers represent the community of St. Luke’s. The vision of St.
Luke’s includes Celebration, Commitment, Caring, and Com-
munity. Vestry participates in committees representing the vi-
sion–attending meetings and following up on action items. In
meetings, members act as a board of directors for St. Luke’s, the
legal representatives of the parish. Action items include manag-
ing property and financial resources, in addition to being liaison
between the parish and its clergy.

3. What is the relationship between our Vestry at St.
Luke’s and the Diocese of West Texas? Vestry is responsible
to the Diocese for sustaining and supporting the clergy and min-
istries of St. Luke’s. The support extends to the clergy, staff, and
members of our congregation. Specific obligations to the Dio-
cese include payment of the Diocesan apportionment and Church
Pension Fund assessments and compliance with canon law.

4. What is the relationship between our Vestry and
our Clergy? By canon law, Vestry is charged to see that clergy
are properly supported, and their salary is paid with regularity
and punctuality. Practically, clergy provide spiritual direction to
members of Vestry; and members provide honest, direct feed-
back to clergy. Day-to-day interactions among Vestry and clergy
create friendships, strong bonds and deep relationships.

5. What is the relationship between the Vestry and
the Church staff? Each member of the Vestry is asked to rep-
resent a specific ministry. These ministries tie close to members
of the church staff. Members act as liaisons between the minis-
try, the Vestry and the program staff. For example: James Dennis
works with Elizabeth Turner in Pastoral Care; Michael Mortensen
works with Father Prehn and the Youth Board; Mary Penaloza
works with Warren Taylor on parish communication.

6. How does the Vestry manage the budget and fi-
nancial concerns of St. Luke’s? The Vestry reviews state-
ments of financial position. Separately, the finance committee
led by the treasurer sets policy and provides oversight for the
finances. Vestry members are responsible for reviewing detailed
transactional information, signing checks and supporting the
planned budgets presented by committee chairs and the pro-
gram staff.

7. In times of conflict how can the Vestry represent
and respond to all of the diversity we have at St. Luke’s?
By attending worship services, participating in adult education,
attending committee meetings, visiting with staff and clergy,
and attending varied social opportunities, Vestry stay up-to-date
with the issues and concerns of the congregation. Face-to-face
contact works best. Members are available by telephone and e-
mail as well. Parishioners are encouraged to contact members of
the Vestry with concerns and issues.

8. What did the Vestry learn about our congrega-
tion from the recent Cottage Meetings? There is a wide
variety of passion for ministry among the members of the par-
ish. Parishioners love their congregation and are respectful of
individual differences. Parishioners were also complimentary of
the leadership Father Cole is providing during this interim.

9. How can the congregation know what is being
decided for us by our Vestry? Vestry meetings are open
meetings. Parishioners are encouraged to attend Vestry meet-
ings which are held on the second Monday of each month. At
5.30 p.m. members attend Evening Prayer, and then the Vestry
meeting begins at 6.00 p.m. with an opening prayer.

10. What are some of the issues facing the Vestry in
2008? Internal to St. Luke’s, the top issues are growing our con-
gregation and involving more members in leadership and minis-
tries at St. Luke’s. In regards to our fiduciary responsibilities,
the top issues are converting to accrual-based accounting and
developing a sustainable maintenance plan for the building and
grounds. External to St. Luke’s, the top issues are representing
Christ and bearing witness to him in our community and the
world.

V estr y 101
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Prayer Requests
Members
CURRENT
Verna Alvis
Carolyn Brewer
I’Giny Burtner
Poppy Dixson
Eric Fisher
Olive Gaskins
Ken Graves
Gus Kroschewsky
Amanda Tutor
Wesley Waldman
Emma Zepeda
LONG TERM
Pat Andrews
Cindy Beall
Caroline Blecher
Herb Brewer
Betsy Britton
Roland Caldwell
Jack Dix
Jacquie Field
Kevin Franks
Joe Franzello
Niamh Knight-Sheen
Heike LeMaster
Jimmy Littleton
Pat Mann
Martha Mueller
Carol Phipps
Charles Rogers
B. J. Shryock
Sara & Kent Spreen
Helen Anne Wilson
EXTENDED TERM
Evelyn Callen

Mildred Cory
Bryan Cronkhite
Maxine Dwyer
Anne Eckles
Ellen Engelke
Michael Gulley
Jean Harris
Amelia Hausser
Freda Hensley
John Howell
Louis Manz
Robert Maurer, Sr.
Jo An Rogers
Mary Ellen Ryniker
Cay Smith
Dorothy Tarbox & Family
Kaye Taylor
Kay Windrow
Friends
CURRENT
Doris Brown
Lynette Casiano
Caroline Cloudt
Gary Christensen
Larry Cullens
Mitsuko Greiner
Clare Lonegran
Paris McNeny
Helen Montgomery
Olivia
Skip
Alice Troy & Family
Dorothy Young
LONG TERM
Pat Allen
Ashley Allison

Steve Blum
Frank Bond
Nan Boyd
The Pete Brosseau Family
The Marshall Burnett
Family
Eve Campos
Cecilia
Marti Choquette
Harry Cliffe
Bob Conger
Dr. Margaret Curtis
Dagan & Family
Diane
Heather Douglass
Carlos Duque
Emily
Nita Gibbens
Seth Girdley
Betty & Ron Graham
Pastor Don Guthrie
Brent Hardy
Adam Jetter
The Johnson Family
Ellen Kilgore
Arthur Kohler
John L.
The Lawrence Family
Ranald Morrison
Lucy Murillo
Pat Priest
Terry Sawtelle
Marlene Schenck
Michael Shannon
Eric Shaw
Kimberly Stein
Mike Taylor

Michael Tubbs
Lauri Voght
Barbara Weeks
Michael Welsh
Christopher White
EXTENDED TERM
Cecilia Couri
Betty Fleischer
Roger Flores
Marsha Harris
Yvonne Hayes
Margaret Heather
Martha Lilly
Joyce Lof
Cheryl Lundgren
Sara Miles
Pat Murdock Family
Will Quirk
Nathan Rhodes
Pam Stokes
Mike Taylor
MILITARY PERSONNEL
Adelle and Larry Anderson
Daniel Bell
Chris Bertolett
Morgan Brown
Christopher Carver
Scott Alan Chumbley
John Coulter
Sean Cox
Joshua Craig
Scott Davis
Jeremy, Jonathan & Jared
Dodson
James Downen
Kyle Francis

Jack Kane
Josh Long
David Lyons
Steve Makarsky
Michael Oates
Michael Patten
Luis Parker
Jo Anne Pinney
Kevin Rinard
J.T. Russell
Michael Schrantz
Erin Shaw
Peter Shuler
Neal Simpson
Joe Sky
Efraim Sotelo
David Stephens
Shelton Stillings
Nate  Williams
MARRIAGES
Candace Naylor & Joshua
Allen Niles
BIRTHS
Montserrat Arreola
Poppy Elizabeth Dixson
Jackson Rhys Walker
Gomez
DEATHS
Bruce Fryburger
John Hutton
Lynne Walker

No ted

Clergy in Our Midst:
The Rev. Susanne Methven
Neal Wagner
Susanne Methven was the Seminarian-
in-Residence at St. Luke’s for the past
two years. As a student in the Episcopal
Theological Seminary of the Southwest
(ETSS) in Austin, she was required to
work with a “field parish.” She chose St.
Luke’s based on the recommendation of
our previous seminarian, Jo Popham,

did a master’s in Marriage and Family Counseling.
Methven helped write a well-received book, “If Only I Had

Known: Avoiding Common Mistakes in Couples Therapy,” ap-
pearing in 2005 with two co-authors. She was especially busy
getting the book finished during her first year in seminary.

When Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was Bishop
of Nevada, she was the first person Methven talked with about
ordination, and she supported Methven from the earliest part of
her discernment. Jefferts Schori sponsored her for seminary,
ordained her deacon in 2006, and even gave the sermon at her
graduation from Seminary in May 2007.

Methven’s father wondered at first if she couldn’t serve in
another way but then completely supported her decision to be-
come a priest.

She is most interested in those standing on the margins or
on the outside, in finding concrete ways to care for people in the
name of God. She said that the Chapel of ETSS has its cross
outside the building, and she sees this as a metaphor: the cross
belongs in the world, not in the church.

Methven is now Assistant Rector at St. John’s Church, Tulsa,
Oklahoma, where she pursues her special interests of pastoral
care and outreach, as well as adult Christian formation.

Susanne Methven’s Email address is smethven@sjtulsa.org.

Susanne Methven

who particularly commended the Pastoral Care Program headed
by Elizabeth Turner. Last fall under Turner’s oversight, Methven
co-facilitated training for the Community of Hope.

Methven is grateful to a long sequence of people who helped
her along during her life, starting with her father, an Anglican
Priest, and her Lutheran mother, who was the grand-daughter
of a pastor. Susanne went to elementary school in England and
grew up in northern Virginia. In 1978 she graduated from Hollins
College, Roanoke. Then she earned a Master’s in Business Ad-
ministration from Harvard, followed by work in Toronto, Penn-
sylvania, California, Oregon, and finally Las Vegas, where she
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Telephone:  210.828.6425
Telefax:  210.828.1645
www.saintlukesepiscopal.net

CLERGY
The Rev. Dr. Raymond E.Cole, Interim
Rector, ray@stlukes-sa.net
The Rev. Dr. Walter L. Prehn III, Asst. Rector,
   chip@stlukes-sa.net
The Rt. Rev. John H. MacNaughton,
   Bishop-in-Residence
PARISH STAFF
Ann Allen, Children’s Ministries

ann@stlukes-sa.net
Bobbie Anderson, Mustard Seed Director
David D. Eaton, DMA, Director of Music,
  Organist & Choirmaster eaton@stlukes-sa.net
Jane Fleischer, Admin. Assist., Christian
Formation, jane@stlukes-sa.net
Dan Garcia, Head Sexton
Barbara Green, Clergy Secretary

clergy@stlukes-sa.net
Paula Guajardo, Nursery Superintendent
Rhonda Jordan, Parish Secretary

rhonda@stlukes-sa.net
Joseph Longlinais, Parish Administrator

church@stlukes-sa.net
AnnMarie McLoughlin, Receptionist

annmarie@stlukes-sa.net
Lynne McMillan, Godly Play Director

McMillan79@satx.rr.com
Warren Taylor, Publishing & Communica-
   tions publish@stlukes-sa.net
Elizabeth Turner, Newcomer & Pastoral
Ministries, elizabeth@stlukes-sa.net
VESTRY
Curt Mowen Senior Warden,
Larry Morgan Junior Warden
JC Stromberger Treasurer
James Dennis Parish Clerk, Pastoral Ministries
Wade Dahlman Children’s Ministries
Dan Hanke Stewardship
Victor Harding Music & Worship
Nancy Hawkins
Kirk James Adult Education
Louis Manz Missions
Larry Martin Church-School Liaison
Michael Mortensen Youth Ministries
Mary Peñaloza Communications
David Schrantz Outreach & Evangelism
Michael Seiferth Music & Worship

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL SCHOOL
Telephone:  210.826.0664

www.saintlukes.net

1
Bonnie & Wade Giddens
2
Ruth & Tom Moore
3
Diane & Mike Greiner
9
Gail & Patrick Greener
Gaye & Brian Werner
11
Brook & Steves Rosser
Becky & Loren Gulley

12
Margaret & Robert Ritchie
19
Mari & Steve Marion
20
Fran & Don Wagner
23
Leah & Joe Harris
Margaret & Frank Ford
24
Jessie & Jerry Ash
25
Rhonda & Bill Jordan
Nicole & Michael Schafer

1
John Howell
A. J. Dimaline
Madison Alvarez
2
Nancy Avellar
Michael Nelson
Karen Helveston
Sonia Thrush
Debbie Ryniker
Alyssa Saucedo
3
Margaret Houston
Cameron Ocker
Cecile Nelson
Susan Okaty
Nicholas Rhodes
4
James Dickson
Catharine Whittingburg
5
Bill Gowen
Karen Page
6
Kaye Taylor
Carolyn Elliott
Pre Ball
Kurt Wahrmund
Keith Long
Steve Browning
Karen Waring
Libby Farrimond
Tyler Heinemeyer
Antonio Esparza
7
Carol Barnes
Maxine Farrimond
Nancy Maurer
Suzanne Carter
Keena Cole
Korie O=Connor
Tammie Reese-Petry
Catherine McGanity

8
Bryan Chesney
Pat Mann
Eric George
Yara Luna
Deborah Callanan
Kris Jackson
Calvin Giddens
Benjamin Giddens
Trey Maurer
9
Steve Spalten
Spencer Rowland
Juli Reese-Petry
Melody Reese-Petry
Trevor Meador
10
Richard Coiner
11
Robert Hausser
Emmie Plaxico
Jane Kernaghan
Claire White
Madison Furr
12
Raysh Aldredge
Mary Wickstrom
Matthew Mooney
Zachary Sledge
Kristina Sledge
13
Earlene French
Ann Kelley
Rebecca Williams
Scott Callen
Luke Rodgers
Will Walker
14
Frederick Helveston
Kathryn Franks
Lorissa Coiner
15
Bruce Hinsey
Carol McGinnis

26
Anne & Ken Graves
27
Marian & Kaighin Watts
28
Nicole & Victor Saucedo
Ruthie & George Swain
Pat & John Andrews
29
Patty & Patrick O’Connor
31
Yvonne & John Webbles
Heike & Dennis LeMaster

J.B. Musselman
Isabel Rosser
16
Brian O’Connor
Nick Warmack
Sharon Moa
Kit Williamson
Mae Greer
17
Aaron Penaloza
Colin White
Olivia Crimmins
18
Ruth Beard
Steve Pogue
Ken Halliday
Louis Manz
Matthew Carabin
Dylan White
Catherine Remington
19
Sandy McPherson
Brian Jarvis
Elizabeth Kowalik
20
Mildred Cory
Helen Eiserloh
Charles Kimmell
Bill Killam
Wesley Waldman
Felicitas Meyer
Taina Gamez
James Carter
Blair Brady
21
Lynn Arneson
Don Wagner
Darleen Knight
Ruth Sawtelle
Nancy Mortensen
Bridgette Watson
22
Clara Ketchum

23
Marion Tillotson
Jackie Loring
Clara Maturo
24
Ellen Engelke
Roy Huff
25
Jack Guenther
Josh Niles
Margaret Ritchie
Katie Keene
Jonathan Prevost
Kristin Gerety
Samuel McAllister
26
Bobby Dean
Cary Straus
Kim Russell
Abigail Watts
27
Sybil Judge
Carole Rigsby
Rett Andersen
George Musselman
28
Arthur Bayern
Bill Waring
Cathy Weidman
Sara Briggs
Warren Monnich
Amanda Brown
Emmalee Brown
29
Robert Morrison
30
Amy Long
Chandler Wahrmund
31
Mimi Gill
Fernando Esparza
Mark Remington
Benjamin Foster
Rob Hausser
Ava White

Anniv ersar ies

Bir thda ys

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or
incorrect, please contact Parish Secretary
Rhonda Jordan (828.6425 x214,
rhonda@stlukes-sa.net).

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect, please contact Parish Secretary
Rhonda Jordan (828.6425 x214, rhonda@stlukes-sa.net).
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St. Luke’s 2008 Vestry Nominee Profiles

121107

National Canon I.14.2:  The Vestry shall be the agents and
legal representatives of the Parish in all matters concerning
its corporate property and the relations of the parish to the
clergy.

Diocesan Canons require the following :
1. Vestry nominee shall be recorded in parish register as

a communicant in good standing, which means for the previous
year the nominee has been faithful in working, praying, and
giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God.

2. Serve for three years.

3. Sixteen years of age or over.

St. Luke’s Expectations:
1. The Vestry nominee is committed to, or striving toward,

a goal of:
a. Daily prayer

b. Weekly worship attendance

c. Active participation in an activity aimed at spiritual
growth or education

d. Tithing

2. The Vestry nominee accepts the following
responsibilities.

a. Attend monthly Vestry meetings and any called
meetings.

b. Attending Annual Vestry Retreat in February.

c. Attending functions when Bishop is present.

d. Serving as a committee liaison as assigned by
the Rector.

e. Greet parishioners on Sunday mornings.

f. Count, record, and secure Sunday offerings on a
rotating basis with other Vestry members.

The following requirements are excerpts from the
Episcopal Church Foundation’s publication What is a
Vestry? :

The Vestry is a ministry of leadership. The congregation
entrusts its leaders with its tangible property and its spiritual
well being.Clergy and Vestry shall develop a corporate spiritual
life that nourishes them as individuals and inspires them as a
leadership team thus allowing vestries to become effective
servant leaders. A Vestry nominee shall:

a. Help refine the Vision & Mission and support it by word
and deed.
b. Ensure effective organization and planning.
c. Ensure adequate resources in leadership and in financial
stewardship.
d. Manage resources effectively.
e. Determine that appropriate programs, policies and
procedures have been developed and are followed.
f. Maintain confidentiality on sensitive topics.
g. Serve the congregation as a whole rather than any specific
group.
h. Encourage complainants to talk directly with persons
involved; avoid taking sides; inform rector or senior warden of
serious concerns.
i. Avoid even the appearance of a conflict of interest.
j. Study financial statements and ask questions.
k. Help identify new leaders.
l. Assist in stewardship education.
m. Assess his or her own performance.

Annual Parish Meeting
January 27, in the Church
after the 9.00 a.m. Liturgy

New Vestry members will be elected.
Your attendance is vitally important.

Your vote matters.

The Expectations and Requirements of a Vestry Person
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Jim Borgo
Wife: Trish
Children: Doug and Michelle both are
adults.
Trish and I moved to San Antonio in
July of 2005 and started attending St.
Luke’s that December. From the on-
set we realized that this would be our
church home. We came from a small
Episcopal church in Shelbyville KY

where everyone was treated like family; this was the same
feeling we had when we walked into the narthex.  Trish and I
have served as Lay readers since 2006.

I was not raised an Episcopalian but have grown to
love the traditions, teachings and doctrine of the church.  I
have a love for mission work; I think this comes in part from
living overseas for most of the first ten years of our marriage.

Professionally for the last forty years I have been
working in the airline industry with the last eight years in the
Quality Department of United Parcel Service Airlines.

I would be honored to serve St. Luke’s as a Vestry
member during the up coming year.

Judy Durbin
Two daughters: Diana Wolfson
Adamson of Austin and Laurie
Wolfson Walker of San Antonio.
Three grandchildren: Olivia and Da-
kota Adamson and Hannah Walker.
I have always been an Episcopalian.

I was baptized and confirmed at St.
Peter's Episcopal in Rockport, Texas
which held my letter until the year
2000 when I formally joined St. Luke's.

I attended and was active in Trinity Episcopal in Galveston
during my teen years and attended St. Mark's Episcopal
Church in Philadelphia while I was in college.

I came to San Antonio in 1966 and have been attend-
ing St. Luke's since that time. My daughters, Diana and Laurie,
were both baptized at St. Luke's and attended Kindergarten
through fifth grade in the 1970s.

I attended The Musical Academy in Philadelphia and
graduated from Trinity University, San Antonio in 1978. My
degree is in Music Education with certifications in Early Child-
hood, Elementary Education and English as a Second Lan-
guage. I became a member of the St. Luke's School staff in
the early 70s and went on to become the school music teacher
for nine years. I moved from St. Luke's School in 1984 to
North East Independent School District, and retired from
NEISD in 2004 after 20 years of service. I am currently teach-
ing ESL part time at San Antonio College.

St. Luke's has played a vital role in my life. I have
been deeply inspired and spiritually nourished during my forty
years here. I have seen the ups and downs of our church,
which have brought both joy and pain to our congregation. I

have also seen a great resilience of our people and a God-
given commitment to work together toward a common goal:
that of serving God. I believe that this walk with God will con-
tinue for St. Luke's as we encounter the inevitable change of
the future.

I am currently active as a Stephen Minister and Leader,
as a member of the Lay Eucharistic Visitors, the Lay Eucha-
ristic Ministers, and an Evening Prayer reader. I am involved
in a House Group and our First Friday Singles Group.

I believe in St. Luke's and its parishioners; I am hon-
ored to have been nominated for the Vestry.

Lou Fox
Wife: Kye
Children: Matt and Sarah Beth
Attended St. Luke’s since: 1992
Profession: Assistant to the Presi-
dent, University of the Incarnate Word

Over the past fifteen years, I have
experienced a continuous awakening
at St. Luke’s Church and School. My
first introduction was the enrollment
of our son, Matt, in our school. His
experience was profound and filtered

into my life.
From a spiritual perspective, I have been growing in

my Christian belief and services working in the community
with numerous service and faith-based organizations. The
needs of San Antonio are immense, from childcare to pov-
erty, education, and abuse of all types.

My service on the Vestry is timely. I am spiritually
and physically ready to share my time and to assist in meet-
ing St. Luke’s inward and outward challenges. I have exten-
sive public sector experience, having served as City Manager
in San Antonio and other municipalities. My current position
as a University professor/executive in a faith-based institu-
tion, keeps me involved in the process of growing our future
generations. All of this and my commitment to our church will
help move St. Luke’s forward in the next several years.

Mike Humes
I really love attending St. Luke’s, and I love working with the

congregation. I joined St. Luke’s in
September 2005 when I moved to
Olmos Park. I am a retired Naval
Cryptologic Officer, having served 24
years in the Navy serving onboard
ships and submarines, at the National
Security Agency, on the Commander,
Sixth Fleet’s staff, as a Naval
Cryptologic exchange officer with the
U.S. Air Force Security Agency at
Kelly AFB, and as the
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Executive Officer for the Naval Security Group Activity, Pearl
Harbor.

I have a BBA in Systems Analysis from the Univer-
sity of Texas, Arlington, and a MA in Computer Resource and
Information Management. I am a Program Manager for
Lockheed Martin, currently working with the U.S. Army Medical
Command at Ft Sam Houston. My job involves managing the
project team that developed and maintains the software ap-
plications that support all tactical medical logistics in the
world, and a call center that provides technical assistance
for all these customers from all of the military services. We
work closely on a daily basis with customers in Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and Qatar.

I was raised in Waco, Texas and was confirmed at
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church there. I am now an usher, a co-
chair for the Mission Board, and a member of both the Out-
reach Board and the Communications Board at St. Luke’s. I
am active with Habitat for Humanity, and I am one of the
instructors for the Mission Board’s Basic Emergency Re-
sponse Training (BERT) course. I feel called to serve at St.
Luke’s and welcome the opportunity to expand my service.

Carol McGanity
I have grown up as an Episcopalian

and have attended St. Luke’s most of
my life. My husband, Peter and I have
raised our two daughters at St. Luke’s
as third-generation members. I have
a degree in Elementary Education and
taught school before our children were
born. I have volunteered as a board
member for various local non-profits,
sometimes serving as president.

My volunteer history at St. Luke’s includes teaching
Sunday School, chairing VBS, helping the Stewardship Com-
mittee and serving as WOMEN OF ST. LUKE’S president.  I
continue to volunteer at the Green Door, sit on the Art, Archi-
tecture and Memorials Committee, teach First Communion,
and organize the Baby Boomers.

As a congregation, we all come from different parts
of town with many varied backgrounds and talents. We have
a great potential to serve God in many ways, each of us
doing something, thereby accomplishing a lot. My hope for
St. Luke’s is that we make new members feel as if they have
always been here and the longtime members feel as if they
have not been forgotten, as we all do something for God to-
gether.”

Ben Powers
Photo and information not available at press time.

Dan Wallace
Length of time at St. Luke’s: approx.

4 years Ministry Involvement: Team
Leader 2007 Stewardship  Committee,
Co-Captain Usher Team I, Habitat for
Humanity volunteer, SAMM Shelter
volunteer, CAM volunteer, Outreach
Committee member, Friends of Mu-
sic supporter

After 20+ years in banking, I began
my current career in education, teach-
ing economics to seniors at Smithson

Valley High School. If elected to the Vestry, I am hopeful that
these experiences will positively contribute to St. Luke’s pro-
cess of moving forward into the future.

In our blended family, Nancy and I have four grown
children, and 2 ½ grandchildren, who always make life inter-
esting and challenging! They have enriched our lives greatly.

This is an exciting time of transition, not only for St.
Luke’s, but for our Church world-wide. I consider this a great
opportunity to get involved and to make a difference. Using
the stated Vision for St. Luke’s of being “called by God to be
Christ’s light on the hill through Celebration, Commitment,
Caring, and Community” as a springboard, I see our diversi-
fied church expanding these concepts and making St. Luke’s
a Christian magnet for the entire community.
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Annual Parish Meeting, January27

Annual
Parish

Meeting
Sunday , January 27
immediately following the

9.00 a.m. service.

Please plan to attend.

11 SAINT LUKE’S LANE
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78209
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Good Lord, deliver us

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sunday
Holy Eucharist 7.45, 9.00, 11.15   a.m., Church

6.00 p.m., North Chapel
Monday
Evening Prayer 5.30 p.m., Christ the King Chapel
Tuesday
Evening Prayer 5.30 p.m., Christ the King Chapel
Wednesday
Holy Eucharist 10.00 a.m., North Chapel
Holy Eucharist 5.30 p.m., Christ the King Chapel
Thursday
Holy Eucharist 7.00 a.m., Christ the King Chapel
Evening Prayer 5.30 p.m., Christ the King Chapel
Friday
Evening Prayer 5.30 p.m., Christ the King Chapel

Baptismal Dates
The Parish clergy have established the dates for Holy Baptism
according to the prescription of the Book of Common Prayer (page
312) and our own Parish needs.

January 13 11.15 a.m.
March 30 9.00 and 11.15 a.m.
May 11 9.00 a.m.

   Your contributions to TIDINGS on matters related to St. Luke’s Church
& School, the Episcopal Church, Anglicanism, and Christianity are
encouraged. We invite you to respond to what you read here.
Submissions may be in these forms: typewritten copy, diskette,  telefax
(828.1645), or Email (publish@stlukes-sa.net).
   Submissions will be edited for length and clarity and published
according to their timeliness and relevance to the mission of St.
Luke’s Church. Be sure to include your name and daytime
telephone number.

The deadline for the February issue of Tidings is
Tuesday, January 2.

Submission Deadline for TIDINGS

   St. Luke’s Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.
Stephen Ministry is a program in which extensively trained
volunteers offer confidential, one-to-one Christian care to
people who are experiencing a life challenge or crisis. If you
would like to speak with a Stephen Minister, please telephone
the Pastoral Care Office (828.6425, ext. 212). A Stephen
Minister will be assigned to you within twenty-four hours.

Is substance abuse troubling you or someone you love?

Confidential help is available. Contact:

Eleanor or JC Stromberger (estromberger@yahoo.com,

jcstromberger@yahoo.com, 821.5802 ).


